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Dear Praying Friends,

       Hello! My name is Taylor Cranfill and God has called my family to plant a church in Inner-City
Chicago. My wife Lynsey and I are excited to announce that we are being commissioned and sent forth
by Lighthouse Baptist Church in Lexington, NC and Pastor Avery Varnadore. We will be serving with
BIMI which is a mission board under in Harrison, TN. I want to thank you for taking time out of your busy
schedule to read of our burden for Chicago. Through must prayer and counseling has confirmed the call
that must reach America specifcally the inner-city of Chicago because if we will not who will?
       The City of Chicago is the 3rd largest city in America but has churches after churches that have
closed and are still closing, becoming apartment buildings and other businesses. The city of Chicago
has 2.7 million souls, of which over 65% of that population claims a false religion or no religion as their
religion of choice. To understand this better to reach the county that the city is located in it would take
450 more churches to reach the current population of the city if each church reach 10,000 people a
year. Plus, God finds importance in reaching the cities is seen throughout the book of Acts, such as
when Jesus says Reach Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and beyond. Then it continues with Peter and
ultimately goes into Paul, who would go city to city such as Colossi, Rome, Corinth, reaching people and
planting churches. The reality of Chicago’s spiritual health and God’s mission seen in Acts shows that
the City of Chicago is desperate for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
       It is our call to plant a church in one of the 77 neighborhoods that make up the inner-city of
Chicago. This means that once the church is planted, I will remain Pastor of the church, and that God
may call other men out of that work to plant more churches in the other neighborhoods around us and
around the world. God has laid it on my heart for our church to have a wide variety of ministries such as
a Biblically based addictions program to combat the growing drug crisis within the area, bible training
classes, internship oppurunity for ministry majors, christian school, homeless outreach, and community
center. 
       Here is where we need your help: We know that all things are possible through Christ but also
believe He has commissioned His church to reach the lost and dying world. Will you prayerfully consider
inviting us to present our burden in person to your church during one of your services? Perhaps God
would use your church to financially support our ministry to Inner-city Chicago. Would you pray for me
and my family as we begin the process of planting a gospel preaching Baptist church in the city? More
information can be found throughout our packet and on our website.

In Christ, The Cranfill Family
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Taylor's Testimony of Salvation: 

My testimony begins centered around the church, the Bible, and most importantly, Jesus Christ. I grew up hearing

and learning bible story after Bible story through children's church, Sunday school, and other kid events. Even

though I heard and believed that the Bible was the truth, I had never decided to accept Christ personally. Until one

day, when discussing with my dad about Jesus and what he would look like, the fact that I had never accepted

Jesus personally changed. It changed because my dad pulled over on the side of the road and walked me through

the scriptures to know how I could know Him personally. At the end of him walking me through the scriptures, I

knelt my head, and there I asked Jesus to come into my heart and save me (Romans 10:13, Romans 10:9). That day

it was no longer the gift of God that I knew about in my head only, but it became the gift of God that I knew about

in the head and accepted it as my own in the heart. Then, not long after, I decided to follow the Lord in believers'

baptism and follow the Lord. Things have not always been perfect, whether by choice or circumstances around me,

but the Lord has always been faithful. He has allowed me the opportunity to learn, grow, and mature in my

fellowship and relationship with Him.

Lynsey's Testimony of Salvation:

I was saved at the young age of 4. I remember going to church and hearing accounts from the Bible, but I never

fully grasped salvation. So, one night at home, I asked my parents how to be saved, and that night I accepted Christ

as my Savior. Though I accepted Christ that night, I struggled with assurance some years later. One night at Bible

School, our Associate Pastor at the time was talking about knowing for sure you are saved. For those years, I

struggled, but that night I got assurance of my salvation so that today I know for sure that God died for my sins,

and through His sacrifice, I can live with him forever. Shortly after that assurance, I got baptized at my home

church, Lighthouse Baptist Church. 
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Call to Missions:

In October 2010, a Missionary came to our home church for the yearly missions conference. In that missions

conference, the one thing he focused on in his preaching and presenting was surrendering your life fully to the

Lord. One night after the service, there was alter call, and it was centered around the very topic that he had focused

on surrendering your life to Lord, whatever that you were saying, "Yes Lord," I want to your will for my life. So,

during that alter call, I got up to go to the altar, and that night, I surrendered my will to the Lord, not knowing at all

what that entailed for my future family and me to do. But, as time went on, the Lord continued to deal with me

about being one of the laborers that go out of your Jerusalem into Samaria and the uttermost parts of the earth. I

began to pray and seek counsel from the Word of God and other people about this calling that I felt the Lord was

placing on my life at this time. Then one day the Lord gave me what would become my life verse Acts 1:8 where

Jesus says, "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto

me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." The Lord used

this verse to confirm in my life the calling of missions, but now I was like, where Lord would you have me go to

fulfill this calling, which brings us to 2016 where the Lord through my Youth Pastor would present the need in the

inner-city of Chicago, IL. When he presented this need to the youth group, the Lord broke my heart for these

people, but it was a call yet until sometime later where the Lord would confirm he was calling me there using

Romans 10:14 where it says, "How shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?" Now the Lord is

opening the door for my family to fulfill this calling and present the gospel of the needy city of Chicago. Since

then, he has allowed me to serve as Youth Director under Pastor Avery Varnadore at my church. I have been given

several opportunities to grow in various areas of ministry, such as preaching, planning, outreach, and more.
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Why are we an Independent Baptist?

It is the intent of this church to function freely as a missionary, evangelistic, independent Baptist Church

recognizing no ecclesiastical authority higher than the local assembly. Further, we will operate in a truly biblical,

autonomous fashion.

The Holy Scriptures

We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be the verbal and plenary inspired Word of God.

The Scriptures are inerrant, infallible, and God-breathed and, therefore, are the final authority for faith and life. The

sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments are God's complete and divine revelation to Man. The Scriptures

shall be interpreted according to their normal grammatical-historical and literal meaning. (2 Timothy 3:15-16; 2

Peter 1:20-21)

Dispensationalism

We believe that the Scriptures interpreted in their natural, literal sense reveal divinely determined dispensations or

rules of life which define man's responsibilities in successive ages. These dispensations are not ways of salvation

but are divinely ordered stewardships by which God directs man according to His purpose. Three of these

dispensations - the law, the church, and the kingdom - are the subjects of detailed revelation in Scripture. (Genesis

1:28; 1 Corinthians 9:17; 2 Corinthians 3:9-18; Galatians 3:13-25; Ephesians 1:10; 3:2-10; Colossians 1:24-25, 27;

Revelation 20:2-6)

The Godhead

We believe in one triune God, eternally existing in three persons - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-each co-eternal in

being, co-identical in nature, co-equal in power and glory, and having the same attributes and perfections.

(Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:19; John 14:10, 26; 2 Corinthians 13:14)

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Tim%203.15-16
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Pet%201.20-21
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gen%201.28
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Cor%209.17
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Cor%203.9-18
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gal%203.13-25
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Eph%201.10
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Ephesians%203.2-10
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Col%201.24-25
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Colossians%201.27
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rev%2020.2-6
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Deut%206.4
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2028.19
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2014.10
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2014.26
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Cor%2013.14
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We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man, without ceasing to be God, having

been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, so that He might reveal God and redeem sinful

men. (Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; Luke 1:35; John 1:1-2, 14; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; Galatians 4:4-5; Philippians 2:5-8)

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption through His death on the cross as a

representative, vicarious, substitutionary sacrifice; and that our justification is made sure by His literal,

physical resurrection from the dead. (Acts 2:18-36; Romans 3:24-25; Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 Peter 1:3-

5)

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where,

as our High Priest, He fulfills the ministry of Representative, Intercessor, and Advocate. (Acts 1:9-10; Romans

8:34; Hebrews 9:24; 7:25; 1 John 2:1-2)

We believe that the Holy Spirit is a person who convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. He is

the Supernatural Agent in regeneration, baptizing all believers into the body of Christ, indwelling and sealing

them unto the day of redemption. (John 16:8-11; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 12:12-14; 2 Corinthians 3:6;

Ephesians 1:13-14)

We believe that He is the divine Teacher who assists believers to understand and appropriate the Scriptures and

that it is the privilege and duty of all the saved to be filled with the Spirit. (Ephesians 1:17-18; 5:18; 1 John

2:20, 27)

We believe that God is sovereign in the bestowal of spiritual gifts to every believer. God uniquely uses

evangelists, pastors, and teachers to equip believers in the assembly to do the work of the ministry. (Romans

12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 28; Ephesians 4:7-12)

The Person and Work of Christ

1.

2.

3.

The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit

1.

2.

3.

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Isa%207.14
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Isaiah%209.6
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%201.35
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%201.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%201.14
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Cor%205.19-21
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gal%204.4-5
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Phil%202.5-8
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%202.18-36
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%203.24-25
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Eph%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Pet%202.24
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Pet%201.3-5
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%201.9-10
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%208.34
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Heb%209.24
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Hebrews%207.25
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20John%202.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2016.8-11
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%208.9
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Cor%2012.12-14
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Cor%203.6
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Eph%201.13-14
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Eph%201.17-18
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Ephesians%205.18
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20John%202.20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20John%202.27
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%2012.3-8
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Cor%2012.4-11
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%2012.28
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Eph%204.7-12


the
CRANFILLS
TAYLOR AND LYNSEY
CHURCH PLANTERS to

CHICAGO
Romans 10:14 

"How shall they believe in
him of whom they have not

heard?..." 

(336)425-6651 | taylorcranfill34@gmail.com | Act. # 1654
cranfills2chicago.com

Sending Church: Lighthouse Baptist Church • Pastor Avery Varnadore • P.O. Box 89 • Welcome, NC 27374 
Serving with: Baptist International Missions, Inc. • P.O. Box 9 • Harrison, TN 37341 • (423) 344-5050 • www.bimi.org

We believe that all the redeemed, once saved, are kept by God's power and are thus secure in Christ forever.

(John 6:37-40; 10:27-30; Romans 8:1; 38-39; 1 Corinthians 1:4-8; 1 Peter 1:4-5)

We believe that it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation through the

testimony of God's Word, which, however, clearly forbids the use of Christian liberty as an occasion to the

flesh. (Romans 13:13-14; Galatians 5:13; Titus 2:11-15)

The Total Depravity of Man

We believe that man was created in God's image and likeness, but in Adam's sin, the human race fell, inherited a

sinful nature, and became alienated from God. Man is totally depraved and, of himself, utterly unable to remedy

his lost condition. (Genesis 1:26-27; Romans 3:22-23; 5:12; 6:23; Ephesians 2:1-3; 4:17-19)

Salvation

We believe that salvation is the gift of God brought to man by grace and received by personal faith in the Lord

Jesus Christ, Whose precious blood was shed on Calvary for the forgiveness of our sins. We believe that all sins,

except blasphemy of the Holy Spirit, are forgivable. (Matthew 12:31-32; John 1:12; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-10; 1 Peter

1:18-19; 1 John 1:9)The Eternal Security and Assurance of Believers

1.

2.

Separation

We believe that all the saved should live in such a manner as not to bring reproach upon their Savior and Lord.

God commands His people to separate from all religious apostasy, worldly and sinful pleasures, practices, and

associations and refrain from immodest and immoderate appearances, piercings, and bodily markings. (Leviticus

19:28; Romans 12:1-2; 14:13; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; 1 John 2:15-17; 2

John 9-11)

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%206.37-40
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2010.27-30
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%208.1
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Romans%208.38-39
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Cor%201.4-8
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Pet%201.4-5
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%2013.13-14
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gal%205.13
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Titus%202.11-15
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gen%201.26-27
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%203.22-23
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Romans%205.12
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Romans%206.23
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Eph%202.1-3
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Ephesians%204.17-19
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2012.31-32
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%201.12
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Eph%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Ephesians%202.8-10
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Pet%201.18-19
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20John%201.9
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Lev%2019.28
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%2012.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Romans%2014.13
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Cor%206.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Cor%206.14-7.1
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Tim%203.1-5
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20John%202.15-17
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20John%209-11
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We believe that the local church is a body of organized believers, the body and the espoused bride of Christ, solely

made up of born-again persons who meet regularly for fellowship, worship, and Bible study. (1 Corinthians 12:12-

14; 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 1:22-23; 5:25-27)

We believe that the establishment and continuance of local churches are clearly taught and defined in the New

Testament Scriptures. (Acts 12:27; 20:17, 28-32; 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-11)

We believe in the autonomy of the local church, free of any external authority or control. (Acts 12:1-4; 15:19-31;

20:28; Romans 16:1, 4; 1 Corinthians 3:9, 16; 5:4-7, 13; 1 Peter 5:1-4)

We believe there are only two Scriptural ordinances of obedience for the church in this age:

Baptism by immersion - (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 8:34-38; 16:31-33)

The Lord's Supper - Bread and Cup (Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life, and the unsaved to judgment and

everlasting punishment. (Matthew 25:46; John 5:28, 29; 11:25-26; Revelation 20:5-6; 12-13)

We believe that the souls of the redeemed are, at death, absent from the body and present with the Lord, where in

conscious bliss, they await the first resurrection when spirit, soul, and body are reunited to be glorified forever

with the Lord. (Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23; 3:21; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; Revelation 2:4-6)

We believe that the souls of unbelievers remain, after death, in conscious punishment and torment until the second

resurrection, when with soul and body reunited, they shall appear at the Great White Throne of Judgment and shall

be cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be annihilated, but to suffer everlasting conscious punishment and torment.

(Matthew 25:41-46; Mark 9:43-48; Luke 16:19-26; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Jude 6-7; Revelation 20:11-15)

The Church

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

The Eternal State

1.

2.

3.

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Cor%2012.12-14
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Cor%2011.2
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Eph%201.22-23
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Ephesians%205.25-27
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%2012.27
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%2020.17
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%2020.28-32
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Tim%203.1-13
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Titus%201.5-11
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%2012.1-4
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%2015.19-31
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%2020.28
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%2016.1
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Romans%2016.4
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Cor%203.9
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%203.16
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%205.4-7
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%205.13
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Pet%205.1-4
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2028.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%208.34-38
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%2016.31-33
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2026.26-29
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Mark%2014.22-25
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2022.14-20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Cor%2011.23-26
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2025.46
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%205.28
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%205.29
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2011.25-26
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rev%2020.5-6
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Revelation%2020.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2023.43
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Cor%205.8
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Phil%201.23
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Philippians%203.21
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Thess%204.16-17
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rev%202.4-6
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2025.41-46
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Mark%209.43-48
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2016.19-26
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Thess%201.7-9
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Jude%206-7
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rev%2020.11-15
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Satan and Fallen Angels

We believe that Satan is a person. He was created perfect but sinned and became the arch-enemy of God and His

creation. He is the author of sin and the cause of the Fall of Man; He is the chief adversary of God's children. He seeks

to keep man from the Lord, and when he cannot succeed in this, he seeks to weaken the testimony of Christians. He

has at his command a great host of fallen angels and demons to carry out his purposes. He is not omnipotent and can be

overcome by the power of God. His doom is sealed in the Lake of Fire forever and ever. (Job 1:6-7; Isaiah 13:12-17;

Ezekiel 28:12-19; Matthew 4:2-11; 25:41; Revelation 12:10; 20:10)

The Doctrine of Last Things

We believe there will be a resurrection of all, first the just at the coming of Jesus Christ and finally the unjust after the

millennium. The saints are raised to be forever with the Lord, and the unsaved will be confined for eternity in the Lake

of Fire. We believe in the "Blessed Hope" (Titus 2:13), which is the personal, bodily, pretribulational, premillennial,

and imminent return of our Lord and Savior for His church at the rapture and His later return to the earth in power and

glory with His saints to set up His Kingdom (the millennium). (John 13:1-3; Acts 1:9-11, Acts 24:15; 1 Corinthians

15:3-20; Philippians 3:20; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 1 John 2:1-2, Revelation 20:1-15, Revelation 21:8)

Creation

We believe that God created the universe in six literal, 24-hour periods. We reject evolution, the Gap Theory, the Day-

Age Theory, and the Theistic Evolution as unscriptural theories of origin. (Genesis 1-2; Exodus 20:11)
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We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged outside of a marriage between

one man and one woman. We believe that any form of homosexuality, lesbianism, bisexuality, bestiality, incest,

fornication, adultery, and pornography are sinful perversions of God's gift of sex. We believe that God disapproves

of and forbids any attempt to alter one's gender by surgery or appearance. (Genesis 2:24; Genesis 19:5, 13; Genesis

26:8-9; Leviticus 18:1-30; Romans 1:26-29; 1 Corinthians 5:1; 6:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Hebrews 13:4)

We believe that the only Scriptural marriage is the joining of one man and one woman. (Genesis 2:24; Romans

7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:10; Ephesians 5:22-23)

Civil Government

We believe that God has ordained and created all authority consisting of three basic institutions: 1) the home, 2) the

church, and 3) the state. Every person is subject to these authorities, but all (including the authorities themselves) are

answerable to God and governed by His Word. God has given each institution specific Biblical responsibilities and

balanced those responsibilities with the understanding that no institution has the right to infringe upon the other. The

home, the church, and the state are equal and sovereign in the respective biblically assigned spheres of responsibility

under God. (Romans 13:1-7; Ephesians 5:22-24; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 2:13-14)

Human Sexuality

1.

2.

Divorce and Remarriage

We believe that God disapproves of and forbids divorce and intends marriage to last until one of the spouses dies.

Divorce and remarriage are regarded as adultery except on the grounds of fornication. Although divorced and

remarried persons or divorced persons may hold positions of service in the church and be greatly used by God for

Christian service, they may not be considered for the offices of pastor or deacon. (Malachi 2:13-17; Matthew 19:3-12;

Romans 7:1-3; 1 Timothy 3:2, 12; Titus 1:6)
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We believe that men and women are spiritually equal in position before God but that God has ordained distinct and

separate spiritual functions for men and women in the home and the church. The husband is to be the leader of the

home, and men are to be the leaders (pastors and deacons) of the church. Accordingly, only men are eligible for

licensure and ordination by the church. (Galatians 3:28; Colossians 3:18; 1 Timothy 2:8-15; 3:4-5, 12)

We believe that God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. The husband is to

love his wife as Christ loves the church. The wife is to submit herself to the Scriptural leadership as the church

submits to the headship of Christ. Children are a heritage from the Lord. Parents are responsible for teaching their

children spiritual and moral values and leading them through consistent lifestyle examples and appropriate

discipline, including Scriptural corporal correction. (Genesis 1:26-28; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Psalm

127:3-5; Proverbs 19:18, 22:15; 23:13-14; Mark 10:6-12; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4,

Colossians 3:18-21; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7)

Family Relationships

1.

2.

Love

We believe that we should demonstrate love for others, not only toward fellow believers but also toward those who are

not believers, those who oppose us, and those who engage in sinful actions. We are to deal with those who oppose us

graciously, gently, patiently, and humbly. God forbids the stirring up of strife, the taking of revenge, or the threat of the

use of violence as a means of resolving personal conflict or obtaining personal justice. Although God commands us to

abhor sinful actions, we are to love and pray for any person who engages in such sinful actions. (Leviticus 19:18;

Matthew 5:44-48; Luke 6:31; John 13:34-35; Romans 12:9-10; 17-21; 13:8-10; Philippians 2:2-4; 2 Timothy 2:24-26;

Titus 3:2; 1 John 3:17-18)
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Abortion

We believe that human life begins at conception and that the unborn child is a living human being. Abortion constitutes

the unjustified, unexcused taking of unborn human life. Abortion is murder. We reject any teaching that abortions of

pregnancies due to rape, incest, congenital disabilities, gender selection, birth or population control, or the physical or

mental well-being of the mother are acceptable. (Job 3:16; Psalm 51:5; 139:14-16; Isaiah 44:24; 49:1, 5; Jeremiah 1:5;

20:15-18; Luke 1:44)

Euthanasia

We believe that the direct taking of innocent human life is a moral evil, regardless of the intention. Life is a gift of God

and must be respected from conception until natural death. Thus we believe that an act or omission which, of itself or

by intention, causes death to eliminate suffering constitutes a murder contrary to the will of God. Discontinuing

medical procedures that are extraordinary or disproportionate to the expected outcome can be a legitimate refusal of

over-zealous treatment. (Exodus 20:13, 23:7; Matthew 5:21; Acts 17:28)

Lawsuits between Believers

We believe Christians are prohibited from bringing civil lawsuits against other Christians or the church to resolve

personal disputes. We believe the church possesses all the resources necessary to resolve personal disputes between

members. However, we believe that a Christian may seek compensation for injuries from another Christian's insurance

company as long as the claim is pursued without malice or slander. (1 Corinthians 6:1-8; Ephesians 4:31-32)

Missions

We believe that God has given the church a great commission to proclaim the gospel to all nations so that there might

be a great multitude from every nation, tribe, ethnic group, and language group who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.

As ambassadors of Christ, we must use all available means to go to our own country's foreign nations and other areas

and not wait for them to come to us. (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-47; John 20:21; Acts 1:8)

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Job%203.16
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Ps%2051.5
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Psalm%20139.14-16
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Isa%2044.24
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Isaiah%2049.1
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Isaiah%2049.5
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Jer%201.5
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Jeremiah%2020.15-18
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%201.44
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Exod%2020.13
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Exodus%2023.7
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%205.21
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%2017.28
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Cor%206.1-8
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Eph%204.31-32
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2028.18-20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Mark%2016.15
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2024.46-47
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2020.21
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%201.8


the
CRANFILLS
TAYLOR AND LYNSEY
CHURCH PLANTERS to

CHICAGO
Romans 10:14 

"How shall they believe in
him of whom they have not

heard?..." 

(336)425-6651 | taylorcranfill34@gmail.com | Act. # 1654
cranfills2chicago.com

Sending Church: Lighthouse Baptist Church • Pastor Avery Varnadore • P.O. Box 89 • Welcome, NC 27374 
Serving with: Baptist International Missions, Inc. • P.O. Box 9 • Harrison, TN 37341 • (423) 344-5050 • www.bimi.org

Giving

We believe that every Christian, as a steward of that portion of God's wealth entrusted to him, is obligated to support

his local church financially. We believe that God has established the tithe as a basis for giving. Every Christian should

also give other offerings sacrificially and cheerfully to the church's support, the relief of those in need, and the spread

of the Gospel. We believe that a Christian relinquishes all rights to direct the use of his tithe or offering once the gift

has been made. (Genesis 14:20; Proverbs 3:9-10; Acts 4:34-37; 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-7; Galatians 6:6;

Ephesians 4:28; 1 Timothy 5:17-18; 1 John 3:17)
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Dear Pastor, 

Thank you for your service to the Lord Jesus Christ! It is encouraging to know that there are 

Men of God standing in the gap and making a difference for eternity. 

I want to take this opportunity to recommend Brother Taylor Cranfill and to share his calling 

into the harvest field as a church planting missionary to the city of Chicago with Baptist 

International Missions, Inc. 

Taylor and his wife Lynsey have been faithful at Lighthouse Baptist Church for almost their 

entire lives, and over the years, they have served in many different areas. The Cranfills have 

been a tremendous help to me and have made an incredible impact on our church and 

community. 

Brother Taylor and Sister Lynsey have a heart for the Lord and serving others. I know that the 

Cranfill's will be a blessing to your church as well as your family! Please prayerfully consider 

The Cranfill's as you continue praying for laborers and sending them forth in the harvest fields!  

Thank you so much again for your time and service; I pray that you “Press on Until the Well 

Done!” May God richly bless you and the church that The Savior has entrusted you with. 

Looking Unto Jesus, 

Pastor Avery Varnadore 
Avery Varnadore 

Pastor

Contact the Pastor: 
336.250.1281 | pastoraveryv@gmail.com 
  



  

 

 

 

 

 
 
December 20, 2021 
 
 
Dear Pastor,  
 
It is my absolute joy to recommend Taylor and Lynsey Cranfill, church planters to inner-
city Chicago with Baptist International Missions, Inc. (BIMI).  I had the opportunity to 
meet Taylor last summer at Camp BIMI, our camp for prospective missionaries. It was 
obvious that God had called him to Chicago and that he was serious about answering 
that call upon his life. Both he and his wife Lynsey came to our December 2021 BIMI 
Candidate School and were approved as BIMI USA missionaries. Lyndsey has a sweet 
spirit and she also has a heart for the Lord’s work. I am convinced God will use this 
wonderful couple to plant a church in Chicago. 
 
I always enjoy hearing the testimonies of young Christian couples who are serious about 
serving God. This couple will encourage your congregation for missions and church 
planting. It is my prayer that God will use them to impact the lives of other young 
couples around the country who are praying about seriously serving God. 
 
May I urge you to invite the Cranfills to present their burden for inner-city Chicago at 
your church?  They believe deputation is a ministry and they will be a blessing and an 
encouragement to your people. After they present their ministry, I trust you will 
determine to partner with the Cranfills as they go to this needy mission field in America.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Bob Larson 
USA Director 
Baptist International Missions, Inc. 
 
BL:ed 



 

 

 
Dear Pastor, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to recommend Missionary Taylor Cranfill and his dear wife 
Lynsey. This couple is very special to me. Lynsey is my daughter and Taylor is my son-in-law. 
Taylor is a man of God, who has character, integrity, and a desire to fulfill his calling. Lynsey is a 
faithful and supportive helpmeet.  
 
The Lord has called Taylor to plant a church in inner city Chicago. Lynsey is fully committed to 
serving alongside Taylor.  They both surrendered to missions at an early age and have hearts for 
God and a desire to reach lost souls. Sadly, America is a growing mission field and praise the Lord 
they have answered the call to “Reseed America”. They will be serving under the authority of their 
local church, Lighthouse Baptist Church and in partnership with BIMI, Baptist International 
Missions, Inc.. 
 
Taylor and Lynsey are eager to raise their support so they can begin to reach the lost with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in Chicago. I believe that God will greatly use them for His glory in this 
great work. I encourage you to prayerfully consider inviting them into your church to present their 
calling and burden. They will be a blessing to you, your family, and your church family. 
 
Thank you for your valuable time in reading this letter. If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact me at (336)306-3468 or timtilleyministries@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you for your faithful service to the Lord and may God richly bless you.  
 
 
The least of HIS servants, 
 
 
Evangelist Tim Tilley 
I Samuel 12:24 


